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	PURE TONE AIR CONDUCTON

A Pure Tone Air Conduction test transmits sound through the outer and middle ear and then through the inner ear. It is used to determine the type, degree, and configuration of your hearing loss. Pure-tone thresholds determine the softest level at which you can hear the tone at least 50% of the time. For this test, you will be asked to indicate each time you hear a tone in the headphones by either raising your hand or pressing a button. The standard frequencies are 250Hz - 8000Hz. The values are represented on the audiogram by X’s and O’s.
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	Bone Conduction

A Bone Conduction test bypasses the outer and middle ear and tests the inner ear directly. A small oscillator will be placed on the bone behind your ear and will painlessly stimulate the bones of your skull, which, in turn, stimulates your inner ear. The standard frequencies are 250Hz - 4000Hz.  The recorded values are represented on the audiogram with < [‘s and > ]’s.


	
	
	Speech Reception Threshold
A list of spondaic words (two syllable words like baseball) is read or played. The Speech Reception Threshold is the decibel level where spondaic words can be repeated 50% of the time.


	
	
	Speech Discrimination

A list of single syllable words are read or played. The percentage of correctly repeated words is your speech discrimination score. The single syllable words are chosen so they approximate a sample of speech sounds occurring in an ordinary conversation.



	
	
	Other Required Information

Your name;
The name and signature of the person administering the test; and
The date of the test.



	
	
	Uncomfortable Level

The decibel level where sounds become uncomfortable. Sounds above this decibel level can cause discomfort, then pain. Approximately 110dB HL for normal ears.


	
	
	Most Comfortable Level

The decibel level where sound is the most comfortable.



Sample Audiogram
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